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SUSTAINABILITY
SUSTAINABILITY
• Sustainability seeks to maintain systems without degrading them, however, REGENERATION is a new concept 

which takes sustainability even further, Regeneration development is working to reverse the degeneration of 

systems, in the South African Rail industry context, the underutilized network.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
• The provision of services and infrastructure for mobility of people and goods.

SUSTAINABLE RAILWAYS
• Railway has long been acknowledged as a key enabler of economic growth.

TRANSPORT, THE BACKBONE OF A COUNTRY’S ECONOMY
• Is much more than concrete and steel, it is the backbone of national economies for sustainable economic growth.



COMPARATIVE RAIL DENSITY



UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE GOALS

The Sustainable Development Goals are the 

blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable 

future for all. They address the global challenges we 

face, including poverty, inequality, climate change, 

environmental degradation, peace and justice.



SDG
GOALS

DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH
• Economic growth cannot take place without having the right infrastructure in place more railways will drive 

economic growth; therefore, sustainability of railways will contribute immensely to increase Intra Africa Trade.

CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE
• Carbon dioxide and green houses has emission continue to rise; the challenge is to move towards low-zero 

emissions without the economy.

• Transport sector is the major contributor to climate emissions, but Rail greenhouse gas emissions is less than 1%.

ROAD TO RAIL BENEFITS
• A shift from road to rail will increase safety and remove a source of pollution that shortens millions of lives.

• Rail will alleviate congestion and reduce carbon emissions.



SDG
GOALS

QUALITY EDUCATION AND DECENT WORK

The expansion of railways will increase job opportunities, technical and vocational training. 

The role of rail has a positive impact on sustainable jobs for our very high unemployment 

rates.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The growth of industry and manufacturing is clearly linked to economic growth.



SUSTAINABLE REGENERATIVE 
RAILWAYS

-
SOUTH AFRICAN CONTEXT



THIRD PARTY ACCESS

THIRD PARTY ACCESS POLICIES:

Requires infrastructure owners to grant access to those facilities to 

PRIVATE OPERATORS on FAIR TRANSPARENT COMMERCIAL TERMS.

IT IS NOT PRIVATISATION



THIRD PARTY ACCESS BACKGROUND
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
National Rail Policy White Draft Paper – Effective from 16 November 2017
Rail objectives:

• Attract, encourage and regulate private sector participation to revitalize the rail sector, drive development and 

maximise growth.

• Accommodate prospective rail freight investors who are able and willing to fund their rail access. 

Economic Transformation, Inclusive growth and Competitiveness – 27 August 2019
• “We need to grant Third Party Access to the rail network to encourage private sector participation and introduce 

competition in Ports and Rail and encourage shift from Road to Rail where practical”.

Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan – 15 October 2020
• “We are promoting greater private sector participation in rail,  including granting Third Party Access to the network 

and revitalization of Branch lines”



RESULTS OF DELAYS
SUSTAINABLE REGENERATIVE RAILWAYS CANNOT BE ACHIEVED THROUGH A SLOW 

PROCESS, RAILWAYS NEED TO BE REVITALIZED TODAY

DELAYS IN REAL TIME

SECONDS 122 256 000

MINUTES 2 037 600

HOURS 34 000

DAYS 1 415

WEEKS 200

MONTHS 47

YEARS 3,9

WE ARE PRESENTED WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO EVOLVE, WE MUST IMPLEMENT THIRD 
PARTY ACCESS IMMEDIATELY



The SA network:

•36 000 kms of installed track

•23 000 route kms 

•c. R1.5 trillion to replace

•Equivalent to that of Germany 

•<80% of Africa’s installed base

THE SA NETWORK



Freight volumes:

•Large decrease in General 

Freight since 1973

•Large increase in bulk 

flows (iron ore and coal)

•Reduction in volumes from 

2018

•Large reduction expected 

in 2020 

FREIGHT VOLUMES



MANY LINES



RAILWAYS – ENDLESS OPPORTUNITES

It is very clear that costs of rail infrastructure underutilization are borne not just by the 

infrastructure owner, but by South Africans.

Improved access to and the utilization of rail infrastructure are essential, if rail is to 

continue to play an important role in the sustainable National Transport System and 

meeting UNSDG.

Sustainable Regenerative Railways can only be achieved through Third Party Access.



SUSTAINABLE RAILWAYS = THIRD PARTY ACCESS

“What we seek is about continuity and sustainability against 

disruption and stagnation, about moving forward versus regressing. 

We have safeguard what we have already achieved. We cannot put 

at risk what we have. We cannot gamble away our future.” – 

Najib Razak





THANK YOU


