NOTICE: Enactment and Partial Commencement of the Railway Safety Act, 2024

The Railway Safety Regulator (RSR) confirms the enactment of the Railway Safety Act, 2024 (Act No. 30 of 2024). The President assented to the Act on 2 December 2024, repealing and replacing the National Railway Safety Regulator Act, 2002.

The new Act will take effect on 1 August 2025. However, a number of sections will not commence on this date.

Sections not yet commenced
· Section 4 – Exemptions from the Act
· Section 34 – Safety-Critical Grade Framework
· Section 35 – Registration of Training Institutions
· Section 38 – Consultative Forum
· Section 48 – Railway Occurrences
· Section 50 – Categories of Occurrence Investigations
· Section 51 – Major Investigations
· Section 52 – Standard Investigations
· Section 54 – Appeal to CEO
· Section 56 – Appeal to Transport Appeal Tribunal
· Section 62 – Regulations: Railway Asset Design & Dangerous Goods
· Section 64 – Regulations: Information & Performance Assessment
· Section 65 – Regulations: Occurrences and Investigations
· Section 68 – Regulations: Safety-Critical Grades & Training Institutions

Transitional Provisions
Section 69 ensures a smooth transition from the repealed Act:
· Existing regulations and notices remain in force for up to one year, subject to review
· Current co-operative agreements, permits, contracts, and appointments remain valid.
· Permit holders must comply with the new Act’s fee structures.
· A grace period of up to two years will be allowed for transitioning safety-critical personnel, with timelines to be issued by the Minister.

Stakeholders are encouraged to consult the Railway Safety Act, 2024 as published in the Government Gazette for complete details.
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